QD
o)
@
[=.
O
0
(©
=
S
=
<

2019

Year 11
Subject
Guide

A Guide to Student Learning fos Yeand 12



The capacitylearn Is qift;
The abllity to learn is a skill;
The willingness to learn is a choic




INTRODUCTION

6Nowadays, we donét I|Iive in the same world. Sodqi

Globalization has opened up the world and allowed people to connect in new and exciting ways.

We blend traditions and create unique belief systems that are not taught in any classroom but are

developed through our I ife experiences and pas

Educational thinking in the 21%t century has become an integral part of planning for future
curriculum. At Aquinas College we are actively searching for ways to prepare our students for the

future in an educational system that is evolving rapidly.

The Subject Guide has been created to provide information on the new Queensland Certificate
of Education. It is hoped that this Guide will make the process of transitioning into the new system

and senior pathways clearer for both parents/caregivers and students.

Please note the following:

1 While every effort is made to provide subjects that are selected, the final offerings will depend
on student ability/interest/prerequisites and staffing/facilities availability

1 Courses that are offered through the Work Transition and Further Training Pathway may incur
a cost.

9 Students will attend a compulsory meeting for SETPlanning. This meeting will provide an
opportunity to advise and assist both your student and yourself in making informed and
viable choices according to vocational/care needs, interest and ability.

9 Parents are welcome to discuss course selection with the Assistant Principal Senior / Junior,
Curriculum Leader - Vocational Education and Pathways or the Transition Leader - please

contact the school for an appointment.
To achieve success in the senior school phase, students must work towards the following:

1 Ensuring that Learning and Teaching is the priority and therefore attendance is paramount
1 Active engagement, participation and approach to classroom work and study

1 Creating balance between school work, recreational / sporting commitments and employment
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WHAT MOTIVATES SUCCESSFUL SUBJECT SELECTION?

In order to maximise your performance and reach your goals, you should study the subjects that you
enjoy and in which you excel. It is good idea to keep your options open by taking prerequisite subjects
however, if you choose subjects that you find too difficult, or that are not suited to you, you may
actually reduce your chances of success. This can impact the ATAR you achieve. If a university or
TAFE course you are interested in has a prerequisite subject you find too difficult at school, you should

think about how you will be able to achieve what is required by that course at tertiary level.

DO NOT choose your subjects for the following reasons:

1. AMy friend is taking that subject. o

2. Al do/ dondét really Iike that teacher. o

3. iSomeone told me that the subject is fun (0

4. "Someone told me that | do/ denldtwartedt @ htad k
Do ask yourself the following questions:

1. Have | chosen subjects | enjoy studying?

2. Do my previous reports suggest | will excel in my chosen subjects?

3. Have | chosen subjects which satisfy prerequisites for possible courses of study?

4. Have | chosen a broad range of subjects?

5. Have | made realistic choices according to my ability and school recommendations?
Choose very carefully
At Aquinas College blocks of subjects ie: groups of subjects that are programed at the same time on
the timetable are determined AFTER the students have chosen their subjects. Subject changes are
therefore not always possible due to the continuity and depth of the program and are only permitted at
certain times. Multiple subject changes in the senior phase of learning can also impact on both a
student 6s ATAR eligibility and QCE eligibility
For more information about the new tertiary entrance system, visit the QTAC website.
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We believe learning at Aquinas:

AQUINAS COLLEGE VISION

We believe learners at Aquinas:

Are created in the image and
likeness of God and each has a
special dignity and worth

Are encouraged to reach their
full potential

Experience learning in different ways
and at different rates

Need to learn ‘how to learn’ effectively

Have the ability to learn and experience
success

Are active in and take responsibility for their
own learning

Can work both independently and
collaboratively

Understand what they are learning and make
it meaningful

Are challenged in their learning to achieve
deeper understanding

Includes the spiritual, religious and faith forming
dimensions

Requires commitment and dedicationis the responsibility of
all

Occurs when the individual needs of students are met

Is challenging and builds upon previous knowledge,
understanding and skills

Includes sporting, cultural and other co-curricular endeavours

FOR LEARNING

We aim to nurture students to be successful learners, confident and creative

individuals and active and informed citizens.

In living our College mission, we challenge students to strive for
academic excellence in all aspects of their learning

while

demonstrating mercy, justice, faith, courage, proactive service

and compassion
and

contributing to our broader community by being:

Literate

Numerate

Lifelong learners with growth mindset
Personally and socially responsible
Technologically adept

Ethical and principled

Resilinent and persistent

Critical and creative in thinking
Culturally respectful

We believe teaching at Aquinas:

Is a ministry and invokes a
commitment to live out the
mission of Jesus

Focuses on learners and learning
Is creative and engaging

Identifies clear learning intentions
and successcriteria

Provides multiple opportunities for
students to learn and to demonstrate
their understanding

Provides regular feedback and uses a range
of data and evidence to target specific
areas forlearning

Is collaborative and enhanced by professional
learning

We believe the community at Aquinas:

Is respectful of the God-given special dignity and
worth of each individual learner
Occurs best in safe and supportive environment

Provides opportunities for both individual achievement
and collaboration

Is a partnership between students, staff, parents and
caregivers

Is enhanced through partnerships with Southport Parish and
external groups and agencies




VISION

Aquinas College is a welcoming Community enthused by the teachings of Jesus Christ where academic
excellence is valued and students are nurtured and empowered to create a future of hope.

In living our vision, we are inspired by:

A The academic excellence exemplified by Thomas Aquinas

A The mercy and justice witnessed by Catherine McAuley

A The faith and courage of Edmund Rice

A The proactive service embodied in the life of Caroline Chisholm
A The compassion of Oscar Romero

MISSION STATEMENT

ICommunity

We value:

1 A community where there is a love of God, of life, of others and of learning

1 A welcoming community where we can feel safe, learn and be treated with respect
1 The proactive service embodied in the life of Caroline Chisholm

1 Relationships that foster lifelong learning

ILearning

We value:
I A process of constant curriculum renewal
1 A curriculum which offers a dynamic, challenging, rich and diverse range of learning
experiences
1 The learning that encourages stewardship of our environment

DISCLAIMER

The College must have specific teachers and equipment to run some courses. If the College loses
access to these resources, the College will attempt to provide students with alternative opportunities to

complete the courses and any related qualifications.

The College retains the right to cancel a course if it is unable to meet these requirements. A subject will
not run if insufficient students select it. A student may not receive all subject choices depending on final

timetable line structures.

Students will only receive the semester credit points for subjects to count towards the Queensland
Certificate of Education (QCE) if they satisfy the required minimum standard of achievement within
the subject.
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SCHOOLS OF DISTANCE EDUCATION (SDE)

I Costs \

In the past students have elected to study some subjects through Schools of Distance Education
(SDE). Please note that SDE subjects studied will incur a cost. Students/parents will need to cover this
cost before enrolling into SDE. Aguinas College will not cover this cost.

Aquinas College cannot guarantee internet connection as required for online lessons through SDE.
Subijects that are not offered at Aquinas College can be sourced through the SDE website.

https://brisbanesde.eqg.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx

HOMEWORK / ASSESSMENT

Homework:

Teachers will endeavour to:

1 Set homework tasks that are manageable;

1 Acknowledge s t u d ethdr sulfiects and work demands when setting tasks;

1 Allow sufficient time for students to complete tasks that are more extensive and more time
consuming;

1 Spread homework tasks by avoiding a number of major tasks being due at approximately the
same time.

Homework may include:

9 Class work to be completed by next lesson;
Assignment work to be completed by a set date;
Revision of wdike dayds cl ass
Reading of novels/plays and the like;
A specific task set only for homework.

= =4 =4 =

The Homework Palicy is clearly stated in the Student Diary.

Assessment:
The College Assessment Policy can be found on the College Website. Parents and Students are
encouraged to become familiar with this document.

LAPTOP PROGRAMS

Year 11 & 12: Students will continue to use the Apple MacBook that they received in Year 9 as they
enter their senior years. Contract conditions of use remain the same. Students will be expected to focus
on their studies and assessment when using the laptop. Any damage to the laptop will incur a $250
excess payment for any insurance claims.

Students are reminded to back up all work completed on the laptop using One Drive (which is accessed
through Office 365 SharePoint) and a USB or an external Hard Drive as a further backup, to ensure
that significant senior work is not lost.
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https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx

STUDENT LEARNING ENHANCEMENT

Students can access a variety of support available to assist with their senior studies. The library is open
for an hour before and after school. Where English is an additional language or dialect (EAL/D),
students can access a specialist EAL/D teacher. Students with learning difficulties and disabilities
receive adjustments in line with the Disability Standards for Education and Section 7 of the QCE and
QCIA Handbook: Access Arrangements and Reasonable Adjustments (AARA). Tutorials are held in the
Learning Enhancement Centre i for all students, for all subjects. Mathematics tutorials are held most

days.

21°T CENTURY SKILLS

Through National and International research, the QCAA has identified a defined the set of skills students
need in the 21%t Century. Along with Literacy and Numeracy these 21% century skills are the

underpinning factors that shape the development of our curriculum.

21st century skills

Preparing students for a changing world

Young Queenslanders in the 21st century need to be

Lifelong Responsible
learners global citizens

Young people are Innovators Entrepreneurs

preparing for a very different world
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What are the 21st century skills in the General senior syllabuses?

Critical thinking Creative thinking Communication Collaboration Personal and ICT skills

and teamwork social skills
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e analytical thinking ¢ innovation o effective oral and ¢ relating to others o adaptability/flexibility ¢ operations and
o problem-solving o initiative and enterprise written communication (interacting with others) o management concepts
o decision-making o curiosity and * using language, e recognising and using (self, career, time,  accessing and
o reasoning imagination symbols and texts diverse perspectives planning and organising) analysing information
o reflecting and o creativity * communicating ideas * participating and * character (resilience, o being productive users
evaluating o generating and effectively with contributing mindfulness, open-and of technology
o intellectual flexibility applying new ideas diverse audiences o community connections fair-mindedness, + digital citizenship
o identifying alternatives self—awar.eness) (being safe, positive and
o seeing or making leadership responsible online)
new links citizenship

cultural awareness

ethical (and moral)
understanding

‘@QUEEHSHM ‘ m Queensland Curriculum
Government &Assessment Authority
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SENIOR EDUCATION PROFILE

Queensland students receive a Senior Education Profile from the QCAA when they complete Year 12.
All students receive a statement of results, which is a transcript of their learning account. Eligible
students also receive either a QCE or a QCIA. Students who are not eligible for the QCE at the end of
Year 12 will continue to accrue credit and will receive an updated statement of results and a QCE when

eligible.
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